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of smiting the embarrassed British off Es Salt, and
Allenby was able to regain his old lines without undue
hurt.
Allenby had been rendered weak by the calls of
the army in the West. The great German offensive
which was to break through the Allied lines and end
the war was at full tide. Palestine must fill the
many breaches in the British ranks. He was divested
of most of his British troops. His army had to be
remodelled. A call was sent to India for troops, that
is more troops, and the old balance of the infantry
brigade on Eastern service was tipped alarmingly*
Brigades were to consist of two or three Indian
battalions and one British, and to find the nucleus
for the new Indian battalions each service battalion
was lopped of a company. To make up for the lost
company, each company was lopped of a platoon
and the holes were stuffed with recruits. Three
lopped companies formed a new battalion. Here
again the companies lost each a platoon, and recruits
filled the missing files.
It was a clever scheme, and deserved the success
which it attained, even though men grumbled when
suddenly torn from the cherished regimental associa-
tions which were theirs and coldly told that they
were now the glory of a new unit so ultra-modem
as to be designated not by a cognomen rich in military
romance and atmosphere, but with an ugly prosaie
number which came oddly and unfamiliarly to the
tongue. "Who are you?" would call the regi-
ments on the march, and the new units would remain
silent for very shame, for who had heard of a